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Welcome from the President  

As President of the Boulder County 
Chapter of Blacks In Government, I want 
to welcome new readers to our July 
Newsletter.  As you can see it is a chap-
ter effort, with many of our members 
contributing ideas and articles and pic-
tures to keep you informed of our activi-
ties.   
 
As you all know, I have been retired for 
over a year, but seem to be more active 
than when I was working.  Retirement 
has afforded me the opportunity to at-
tend reunions of family and classmates.  
I was fortunate to receive a community 
involvement award at my high school re-
union.  While I personally have more 
time, I have not lost sight of the need to 
develop future leaders who will work in 
government and hopefully become ac-
tive members of Blacks In Government. 
With this in mind, I have made every ef-
fort to support the newly formed chapter 
of Image.  We have discussed the need 
to hold a joint Career Exploration Day for 
Black and Latino youth.  I firmly believe 
that we have to support each other and 
get involved in joint projects.  Together 
we can accomplish much more than go-
ing it alone.  I will be reporting on these 
ongoing joint projects in this newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I want to continue to encourage our 
members to get the youth involved.  
For many, the way the world is, is 
what exists for them.  That’s the 
wrong message and the wrong direc-
tion.  Our youth have to explore new 
avenues and explore new possibilities 
and change the way things are.  As 
the great baseball player Satchel 
Paige said: 
 
“It’s not what you don’t know that 
gets you into trouble, it’s what you 
know that just ain’t so that gets 
you into trouble.”   

Willford Buggs, Boulder County BIG President  



Chapter Highlights  
 January to August 2005  
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Black History Month 
Darlene H. Young, National President of Blacks In Government 
was the keynote speaker for the Black History Month program 
at the Department of Commerce Research laboratories located 
in Boulder, Colorado. Ms. Young was hosted by the Boulder 
County Chapter of BIG where she delivered a talk to the scien-
tific community on the importance of African American empow-
erment. The title of her talk was, “Today’s Setbacks Create To-
morrow’s Opportunities.”  After her Boulder talk, Ms. Young 
visited the USGS in Denver.  A reception was held at the Adams 
Mark Hotel in the evening where she met Colorado Rep. Angie 
Paccione.  Representative Paccione invited the group to the floor 
of the House of Representatives to be introduced to all the 
Colorado representatives.  She will attend the NTC in Orlando. 

Members involved in community activities  
Ray Stewart, 2nd Vice President of the Boulder County chapter of BIG, is 
a member of the City of Boulder Human Relations Committee.  The com-
munity group developed a resolution condemning recent racial incidents in 
the City of Boulder, which was passed by the Boulder City Council in June 
2005.  
 
   
 
 

Darlene H. Young and Wilford Buggs 

Richard Shields, Boulder County BIG member and National 3rd Vice President for BIG has been 
busy this year supporting Darlene Young at various events.  Please see picture on page 6 where he 
is with Darlene Young at the Summit at the Center held at the Joint Center for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies in Washington, D.C.  He has made many trips to Florida to prepare for the NTC 
and ensure that there is a successful Youth Empowerment Day which was first started in Denver 
during the 2003 NTC.  Richard has been invited to many events such as: 
 
  Image meetings in Colorado 
  NCAAP Orange County 50th Anniversary Celebration 
  Meeting with the Leadership of the Congressional Black Caucus 
  NAACP Florida Training and Awards Program 
  Colorado Women of Color Program 
  Meetings with the Black MBAs 



National Events  
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• August 1-7 – Blacks In Government (BIG) 27th Annual National Training Conference 

“Conquering the Challenges of a Changing Work Environment” at the Orange County 
Convention Center, Orlando, FL.  Visit web site www.bignet.org/ 

 
• August 10 – Colorado Conference for Women at the Boulder Outlook Hotel and Suites, 

800 28th St. Boulder, CO.  Visit web site www.skillpath.com. 
 
• August 15-18 – Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) National 

Training Conference at the Holiday Inn Capitol, Washington, D.C.  Visit web site 
www.saige.org. 

 
• October 15-18 – HACU 19th Annual Conference at the Hyatt Regency Phoenix Hotel, 

Phoenix Convention Center, Phoenix, AZ.  Visit web site www.hacu.net. 
 
 

BOULDER EVENTS  
 

July 6th—11:00 to 1:00 p.m. at DSRC meet-
ing to hand out proposed amendments to the 
BIG Constitution and assign delegates to the 
NTC. 
 
July 13—2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
First Organizational Meeting to elect officers 
for Boulder County Image.  BIG members 
are supporting this Latino organization.  
Richard Shields was elected 1st Vice Presi-
dent. 
 
July 25 - Members met to discuss the con-
tents of the Boulder County BIG newsletter 
for the month of July 2005. 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

23 July—11:30 to 2:00 p.m.  State meeting in  
Castle Rock, Colorado to discuss the pro-
posed amendments to the BIG Constitution 
that will be voted on during the delegates as-
sembly in Orlando, Florida. 
 
30 July to 6 August -  The Blacks In Govern-
ment National Training Conference in  
Orlando, Florida. 
 
  ————————- 
 
The great baseball player Satchel Paige 
said: 
 
“It’s not what you don’t know that gets 
you into trouble, it’s what you know that 
just ain’t so that get you into trouble.” 

http://www.bignet.org/�
http://www.skillpath.com/�
http://www.saige.org/�
http://www.hacu.net/�


Page 4  

• Serve as an advocate for equal employment opportunities and conditions that affect 
its members (hires, promotions and retentions). 

 
• Promote the professional development of BIG members at all levels of employment 

in the Boulder area.  
 
• Maintain a liaison with government agencies which have established BIG chapters 

and assist those interested in starting new chapters.  
 
• Provide for the completion, synthesis and dissemination of information on issues of 

concerns to BIG members, such as job vacancies and training opportunities.  
 
• Serve as a forum for addressing issues that have an impact upon its members so 

that they may better know and express their views on matters which affect them.  
 
• Enhance the promotion of ethnic pride with socio-economic, civic and cultural pro-

grams, and fellowship, to unite Blacks and other government employees  
 
• Work toward the elimination of racism in government agencies. 

Officers and Members 

Front Row: Becky Rios, Byron Louis (Treasurer), Georgia Madrid, Henry 
Guilford, Wilford Buggs (President)  
Back Row: Tony Tafoya, Chet Madej, Katy Stewart (Parliamentarian), Ray 
Stewart (2nd Vice President) Carol Werner, Derik Love (Secretary),  
Richard Shields (1st Vice President and National 3rd Vice President)  

 
• President: Wilford Buggs, Retired 

from NOAA/MASC  
 
• 1st Vice President: Richard Shields, 

USGS  
 
• 2nd Vice President: Ray Stewart, 

NOAA/MASC  
 
• Secretary: Derik Love, NIST Post 

Doc.  
 
• Treasurer: Byron Louis, NOAA/

NWS  
 
• Parliamentarian: Katy Stewart, 

NOAA Research  

Goals and Objectives  



 
Boulder County Blacks In Government  

Chapter Highlights 
 
 
 • Provide information to Genola Smith and Gary Blackman for prestige  
  award for Richard Shields for work done in the community.  
 
 • Boulder County BIG members met with Ms. Darlene Young, National   
  President of Blacks In Government, for dinner while she was in  
  attending the Black History Month observance sponsored by the Denver  
  Federal Executive Board,  Ms. Coretta Scott King was the featured speaker.  
 
 • Members wrote an article for the BIG Reporter on Darlene Young’s visit. 
 
 • Members participated in the MLK Marade. 
 
 • Wilford Buggs and Byron Lewis attended the Inaguration in Washington,  
          D.C. for Ms. Darlene Young as National President of Blacks In Government  
  and for Richard Shields 3rd Vice President for BIG. 
 
 • Boulder County Chapter members send the Region VIII Director, Ms.   
  Michelle Blackmon to the BIG inauguration in Washington, D.C. 
 
 • Members co-sponsored the Women’s History Month program at the  
  U.S. Department of Commerce David Skaggs Research Center in  
  Boulder.  The guest speaker was Dr. Joann Joslyn. 
 
 • Byron Lewis participated in the Expanding the Vision Conference with  
  the African American Leadership Institute.  A program geared for young  
  African American males ages 9 through 17.  The conference attracted  
  about 1000 participants. 
 
 • Ray Stewart participated in the planning and was actively involved in  
  the MLK activities in Boulder, Colorado.  
 
 • Georgia Madrid, Wilford Buggs and Becky Rios actively participated  
  in the American Indian Youth Leadership Institute sponsored by the  
  Boulder Valley School District.  
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Membership Application Form 
Boulder County BIG Chapter – Region VIII 
6798 Paiute Ave  
Longmont, CO 80503  
303-652-2554  
wwbuggs@aol.com  
 

Applicant Information (please print or type) 

Name  

Home Address   

City, State, Zip Code   

Employer Name   

Work Address   

City, State, Zip Code   

Telephone (business)   

Telephone (Home)    

Fax  

E-Mail  

Membership Information  

Type of Membership:  New _____ Renewal _____ Federal_____State_____Local/County_______  
 
Signature _________________________________Date _________________________________________ 
Membership Dues are $55.00 ($35 National and $20.00 local chapter). 

Boulder County BIG Chapter  
6798 Paiute Avenue  
Longmont, CO 80503 
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